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Bibby’s installation raised so many questions that to present it alongside the

work of a second artist seemed like a lot to ask of the audience. The two

bodies of work often seemed to interrupt each other, setting up an opposition

based on apparent affinities. While time, for Bibby, is unruly, seeping around

past, present and future, for Blightman, it can be pictured as completed,

lozenge-like moments. A group of diaristic pencil drawings clustered together

on one wall (Touching Series, 2014) described this episodic sense of time,

while at least you haven’t changed (2011) introduced a social dimension to

these rehearsals of the past. Citing the names of four friends as collaborators,

Blightman set up objects borrowed from them – a carpet, a record and player,

a painting, an essay – in a quasi-domestic scenario that seemed to invite the

viewer to participate. A series of four drawings, Typing Time (2013), handled

language with the artist’s characteristic levity, each showing a single word

typed repeatedly on a sheet of paper: ‘weather weather weather weather’ read

the first; ‘silence’, ‘nothing’ and ‘love’, each receiving the same treatment. The

element of the piece from which it took it’s title was not on show, although it

could be heard from an overhead speaker intermittently sounding out the

hammering keys of a typewriter.

The whole exhibition was littered with language in various registers: text-

based pieces, wall labels that exist somewhere between art work and

description or quotes from other writers printed on the walls, not to mention

the collected books and essays included by both artists in their installations. A

three-day conference in early March added to these multiple voices, bringing

to life the social contingencies articulated in the works themselves and

inhabiting the installations that became their stage.

Despite its sparse appearance, this dual exhibition was almost overloaded

with tangential incidents and questions, not only about what can constitute a

work of art but about what constitutes work at all. It proposed interruption

itself as symptomatic of contemporary ways of working: the influences, both

personal and professional, on an artist’s practice, or the splintering of work

amongst other daily demands on time.
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