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orget haunted houses —this Halloween, the ghosts are in

the galleries. This fall, a couple of standout exhibitions are

gathering artworks celebrating the ghost in many forms.
At Kunstmuseum Basel, “Ghosts: Visualizing the Supernatural”

digital afterlives, through March 8,2026. Meanwhile, the Tacoma
Art Museum'’s current exhibition, “Haunted,” brings together
moving image works, installation, sculpture, and photography to
examine how art can make the unseen visible. Both exhibitions
ask, what happens when the past refuses to stay hidden?

Ghosts have haunted art for centuries. In the Renaissance era,
they drifted through depictions of the Resurrection and divine
visions. By the 19th century, artists like Francisco Goya and Henry.

etchings imagined specters of war and conscience, while Fuseli's
The Nightmare (1781) visualized the terror of unseen forces
pressing on the mind.

Henry Fuseli
The Nightmare, 1781
The Detroit Institute of Arts, Detroit
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and Robert Rauschenberg layered traces and erasures into their

canvases like visual revenants. Later on, Louise Bourgeois's

suspended figures and Félix Gonzalez-Torres’s glowing light

strings transformed absence and loss itself into presence. In their
work, haunting was not just a subject but a condition. For artists,
ghosts endure as a metaphor for memory, longing, and what
refuses to disappear.

Now, a new generation of artists is reanimating the form,
summoning spirits through their work. Here are nine of them.

Mariann Metsis

B. 1991, Tallinn, Estonia. Lives and works in London.

Mariann Metsis
Giving something | don’t have to someone who doesn’t want it, 2025
Margot Samel

made into a performance —the Estonian artist stages grief in hazy,
grayscale compositions.

Metsis often paints spectral figures that drift through eerie
scenes where faces and bodies blur into shadow. Giving
something | don’t have to someone who doesn’t want it (2025), for

instance, features a ghostly figure against a green chalkboard
with nonsensical scribbles scrawled across it. In [sabelle (2025),
the artist paints a close-up of a woman'’s face, where the contours
fade away into the purplish-grey backdrop.

Metsis presented these paintings in a solo show in New York

mourning plays. The artist has been the subject of solo shows at
Deborah Schamoniin Munich and Galerina in London.



